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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting suchi statement 



1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-4 476 993 (KROUT GERALD R) 1 6 October 1 984 (1 984-1 0-1 6) 
D2: US-A-4 51 2 493 (VON HOLDT JOHN W) 23 April 1 985 (1 985-04-23) 
D3: US 2003/08971 5 A1 (SENE ANTONIO ROBERTO ET AL) 1 5 May 2003 
(2003-05-15) 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 

Claim 1 does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because its subject-matter 
is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 discloses (cf. column 2, line 18 - column 3, line 42; figures 2-4) a 
plastic lid suitable for a can of the type which comprises a tubular body having a 
lower end and an upper end carrying a seat for the hermetic seating of a lid (14) 
which comprises, in a single piece, a sealing portion, removably seated and 
retained in the seat of the can and which is provided with an external edge (22) 
projecting radially outwardly from the seat; a tamper evident portion (26) compris- 
ing a lower skirt, to be seated around part of the upper end (20) of the body (12) 
and which is superiorly incorporated, through bridges (cf. 24), to the external edge 
(22) of the sealing portion, the tamper evident portion (26) presenting an interrup- 
tion (between the pull tabs (40, 42); see figure 4) extending along the height of the 
lower skirt, the sealing portion Incorporating, at its extemal edge (22), a gripping 
tab projecting through said interruption (between the pull tabs (40, 42); see figure 
4) of the tamper evident portion (26), said bridges (cf. 24) being broken when 
submitted to a certain pulling force, which separates the tamper evident portion 
(26) from the sealing portion upon the first opening of the lid (14), the bridges (cf. 
24) being axially disposed around a circumferential extension of the upper end 
(20) of the body (12), in order to connect an upper edge of the lower skirt of the 
tamper evident portion (26) with the external edge (22) of the sealing portion in 
points which are angularly spaced apart, said gripping tab maintaining a gap with 
the lower skirt of the tamper evident portion (26) (said gap being the cuts between 
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the portion (22) and the pull tabs (40, 42), see figure 4). 
All features of claim 1 are therefore disclosed in combination in D1 . 
3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

3.1 Dependent claims 2-5, 8 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), the reasons 
being as follows: 

All features of claims 2, 4, 5 are known in combination from D1 , figures 2-4. 

The subject-matter of claim 3 differs from the construction according to D1 in that 
the upper end of the body comprises a double seam securing an annular wall in 
which Is defined the seat for the seating of the lid. However, this feature is well 
known (see for example D3, figure 2), thus the person skilled in the art would 
incorporate said feature, without the exercise of inventive skill, where circum- 
stances make it desirable. 

The additional feature of claim 8 has already been employed for the same 
purpose in a similar lid for a container, see document 02, figures 1, 2. It would be 
obvious to the person skilled in the art, namely when the same result is to be 
achieved, to apply this feature with corresponding effect to a lid according to 
document D1 , thereby arriving at a lid according to claim 8 without the exercise of 
inventive skill. 

3.2 A bridge according to claim 6 is not disclosed in the available prior art documents. 
Furthermore, there is no hint which would lead the skilled person to incorporate 
such a bridge in the lid of D1 . Hence, the combination of the features of depend- 
ent claim 6 is neither known from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 

The subject-matter of claim 6 (and claim 7 which depends on claim 6) is new, 
inventive and industrially applicable. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An improvement in a plastic lid for a can of the 
type which comprises a tubular- body (10) having a 
lower end (11) and an upper end (13) carrying a seat 
(16) for the hermetic seating of a lid (20) which 
comprises, in a single piece, a sealing portion (21), 
removably seated and retained" in the seat (16) and 
which is provided with an extenaal edge (21b) 
projecting radially outwardly from the seat (16); a 
tamper evident portion (25) coTt5>rising a lower skirt 
(25a) , to be seated around part of the upper end (13) 
of the tubular body (10) and which is superiorly 
incorporated, through bridges ' (26) , to the external 
edge (21b) of the sealing portion (21) , the tanper 
L5, evident portion (25) presenting an interruption (25c) 
extending along a:t least part of the height of the 
lower skirt. (25a) , the • sealing portion (21) 
incorporating, at its external edge (21b) , a gripping 
tab (27) projecting through said interruption (25c) of 
20 the tamper evident portion (25) , said bridges (26) 
being broken' when submitted to a certain pulling 
force, which separates tixe tamper evident portion (25) 
from the sealing portion (21) upon the first opening 
of the lid (20), characterized in that the bridges 
25 (26) are axially disposed around a circumferential 
extension of the upper end (13) of the tubular body 
(10) , in order to connect an upper edge (25b) of the 
lower skirt (25a) with the external edge (21b) of the 
sealing portion (21) in points which are angularly 
spaced apart, said gripping tab (27) maintaining a gap 
(29) with the lower skirt (25a) . 

2 . The improvement as set forth in claim 1 , 
characterized in that the external end (2.1b) of the 
sealing portion (21) incorporates a. small cylindrical 
lower flap (21c) surrotinding a circumferential 



30 



35 



AMENDED SHEET 




extension of the upper end (13) of the tubular body 
(10) from which the bridges (26) depend. 

3. The improvement as set forth in any of claims 1 or 
2, in which the upper end (13) of the tubular body ■ 

5 (10) secures, by a double seam (14) , an annular wall 
(15) in which is defined the seat (16) for the seating 
of the lid (20) , characterized in that the lower skirt 
(25a) incorporates an internal circumferential 
projection (25h) , axially spaced from the external 
10 edge (21b) of the sealing portion (21) and which is 
dimensioned to be seated and axially locked \inder the 
do\ible seam (14) around the tiibular body (10) . 

4. The improvement ..as set forth in claim 1, 
characterized in that the gripping tab (27) is 

15 substantially leveled with the lower skiart (25a) . 

5. The improvement as set forth in claim 1, 
characterized in that the tamper evident portion (25) 
comprises at least, one breakable lock (28) connecting 
the gripping tab (27) with the lower skirt (25a) . 

20 6. The improvement as set forth in claim 1, 
characterized in that the loweaf skirt (2 5a) 
incorporates the ' ends of a bridge (25d) , 
circumferentially extending over the interruption 
(25c) of the tamper evident portion (25) and over the 

25 gripping tab (27) , a first end (25e) of said ends of 
the bridge (25f) being incorporated- to the lower skirt 
(25a) through connecting means (2Sf) which are broken 
when said first end (25e) is forced away from the 
lower skirt {25a) , in order to liberate the manual 

30 access to the gripping tab (27) , 

7. The in^rovement as set forth in claim 6^ 
characterized in that the bridge (25d) has its first 
end (25e) superposed to the lower skirt (25a) and 
incorporated thereto by two connecting means (25e) 

35 which are circumferentially spaced apart - 
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8. The improvement as set forth in claim 1, 
characterized in that the upper end (21b) . of the 
sealing portiori (21) incorporates a circumferential 
upper rib (25g) , projecting over the upper end (13) of 
the txibular body (10), so : as to fit loosely and 
telescopically in the lower end (11) of another 
tubular body (10) stacked over said tubular body (10) • 
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